Commission of Inquiry into the CFMEU and Misconduct in the Construction Industry

WITNESS STATEMENT OF SOANE TAUKALAU

|, Soane Taukalau, labourer, affirm:

Background

1.

| make this statement in response to a notice issued by Stuart John Wood AM KC, the
Commissioner appointed pursuant to the Commissions of Inquiry Order (No. 2) 2025.

.k | am a labourer employed by Matrix Unlimited (Matrix). | have been working in the
construction industry for about six years.

3 | am working as a subcontracted skilled labourer on the Cross River Rail Project (the
Project). | started work on the Project in 2023 at the Dutton Park site. My work includes
general skilled labouring associated with rail, steel and concrete work.

4. My supervisor is currently Ben Millard, of CPB Contractors Pty Ltd (CPB). Previously,
| have been supervised by Raoul Van Aardt, of CPB.

Relations with the CFMEU

5. | joined the CFMEU as a member in late 2023.

6. | was recruited to become a member of the union by Liam Crow at the Rocklea Station
site.

4 Mr Crow came around the worksite at Rocklea with pamphlets and spoke to workers
about joining the CFMEU. He said that joining the CFMEU would help workers get
higher pay, better working conditions, and shorter working days. That appealed to me,
and | joined.

8. | completed paperwork and my union dues were about $70 per week, paid by direct
debit.

9. | was stilla CFMEU member on 1 May 2024.

Dutton Park Incident

10.

.
2.

13.

14.

On 1 May 2024, | arrived at the Dutton Park site between 5:30am and 6:00am, for a
6:30am start.

| had heard discussion that there was likely to be picketing that morning by the CFMEU.

| did not know the reason the CFMEU intended to picket Dutton Park. | was a casual
worker and wanted to work that day because if | did not work, | would not be paid.

When | arrived, there were a bunch of CFMEU members hanging around each of the
site entrances.

Mr Raoul Van Aardt suggested we conduct the pre-start meeting in the demountable
office across the road and then approach the site together. That’s what we did.
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15.

21.

22.

23.

24,

After the pre-start meeting, a group of us started to walk towards the site together. The
group included Damien Keeley, a Unity Alliance (Unity) leading hand, Marty Johnston,
Fou Ah Lam, Tyson Langdon, Kane McDonald, Sky Lewis and Mr Raoul Van Aardt.

Around this time, | saw Ms Lewis being pushed. | remember her crying and saying that
she was scared. | then saw Mr Langdon involved in a physical confrontation and |
moved towards him because | intended to help break up the fight.

One of the CFMEU workers then began arguing with me and calling me names,
including “dog”. | argued back and said words to the effect of, “Come here” or “Give it
a go’. He then punched me once to the head, hard. | had to defend myself and punched
him back. | became very angry and focused on him. We struggled and | dragged or
carried him out towards the road before other workers calmed me down and told me
to let him go.

The man who punched me was wearing a grey CFMEU hoodie or jumper with
camouflage-coloured sleeves and a CFMEU beanie. His face had been partly covered
earlier. | don't know who he is.

| have been shown footage of the day:

(@) Video 1 shows us approaching the site entrance.

(b) InVideo 2, | can identify myself in the blue cap.



26.

32.

33.

After the fight died down, the workers in our group who had entered the site gathered
in the area under the train station overpass. We remained together while the situation
outside continued.

When | returned to work, | attended a meeting with senior Unity personnel, including
James Donaghey and Paul Elliott. They thanked the workers who had attended on 1
May for supporting their colleagues and trying to work.

While we were in that office meeting, a group of about 20 people associated with the
CFMEU gathered inside the front office area. They were not wearing face coverings
on that occasion. We were sitting in a smaller room with glass doors or windows, and
| could see members of the group looking in at us. | felt that they were trying to
intimidate us.

-



38.  Approximately two or three weeks after the incident, | was at a laydown area at Dutton
Park with Fou Ah Lam when we were approached by Tim Maguire, the Health and
Safety Representative.

39. Mr Maguire told us words to the effect, “We are about to do another picket line. | hope
you boys are ready.” He also said words to the effect that we might have to be moved
somewhere else so that the CFMEU could do the picket without us interfering with it.
He said that they had our faces or pictures of us and knew who we were.

| affirm that the contents of this statement are true.

Signature of deponent
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0 Justice of the Peace (JP No. )

O Notary public
awyer
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