
Commission of Inquiry into the CFMEU and Misconduct in the Construction Industry 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF JAMES TOIMOTHY DOWNIE 

I, James Toimothy Downie say on oath: 

Background 

1. I make this statement in response to a notice issued by Stuart John Wood AM KC, the
Commissioner appointed pursuant to the Commissions of Inquiry Order (No. 2) 2025.

2. I have been a member of the Australian Workers Union (AWU) for approximately ten
years.

3. I was an AWU Delegate for about five years. I then became an AWU organiser in 2022.
I am still in this role.

4. Before I became an organiser, I worked as a machine operator in the aluminium sector
at G James Glass & Aluminium Pty Ltd.

First Brisbane Metro Incident 

5. On 23 March 2023, Jade Campbell (Ms Campbell) and Kurt Neumann (Mr Neumann)
and I were planning a visit to the Brisbane Metro project to have a meeting with some
of our members. We were in our car and had turned up to go on site and enter from
Grey Street as we normally would. Our car had AWU branding on it. It was normal for
the traffic controllers to open the door, and we would drive in to a designated visitor's
parking spot. When we arrived, we noticed that the gate was shut, which was unusual,
and there were a bunch of people milling near the gate.

6. We pulled in, and the group suddenly surrounded the car and began plastering it with
stickers. Amongst this crowd I identified Richie Atutolu (Mr Atutolu), Dean Mattas (Mr
Mattas), Brodie Wood (Mr Wood) and Dean Rielly (Mr Rielly) there. Mr Atutolu was
asking me to step out of the car. I just said to myself: 'I wasn't doing that' and 'it wasn't
worth it'.

7. We then got a call from someone within Acciona who said that they weren't going to
open the gate because they couldn't risk having people physically run onto the site and
that we would have to find alternative parking.

8. We then drove around the corner and into a parking complex off Grey Street. When
we went to pay for parking, I noticed that the group had put stickers and flyers all over
the back of the car's windscreen wiper.

9. In hindsight, we probably should have left when that happened. We got out of tihe car 
and I said to Ms Campbell: "Are you ready for this?" I wanted to make sure she was
ok before we decided to go onto site. But she said she had "seen a// this shit from the
CFMEU before in Victoria" and so she was ready.

10. I had never been onsite at the Brisbane Metro project before. I led the walk up to the
site, and Mr Neumann and Ms Campbell were walking side by side. We unintentionally
walked past the entrance on the side, and as we walked past the gate, the previous
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