












38. On 24 August 2020, we received a response from the Government, which acknowledged the 
receipt of our letter dated 10 July 2020. 

Exhibited hereto and marked DCL-11is the letter dated 24 August 2020 from the Government. 

Crown Law Advice provided to the DHPW 

39. In about July 2020, I had a discussion with Sharon Bailey (Deputy Director General of 
Queensland Government Procurement) around the legality of BPICs. She told me that Crown 
Law provided an advice on the legality of BPICs which stated that what they were doing in 
respect of BPICs was completely legal. I asked to see the Crown Law advice and the 
questions provided to Crown Law, but my request was refused on the basis that this advice 
was legally professionally privileged. 

Implementation of BPICs by the DTMR 

40. On 20 December 2020, Deanne Hawkswood provided me with a copy of a draft Transport 
BPICs for consultation. This was the first time I had seen a copy of the proposed Transport 
BPIC. 

Exhibited hereto and marked DCL-12 is a copy of that Transport BPIC. 

41. After BPICs policy was implemented by the DHPW, on or about 11 January 2021, the DTMR 
informed me that they were also going to be implementing BPICs to their projects (Transport 
BPICs). From my recollection, it then only took the DTMR a few months to make relevant 
adaptations to BPICs and commence applying it to their projects. 

Exhibited hereto and marked DCL-13 is a letter from the Honourable Mick de Brenni MP 
(Minister for Public Works and Procurement), dated 11 January 2021, addressed to Rebecca 
Andrews (Australian Industry Group). 

42. On  January 2021, in response to this correspondence, industry groups, including CCF 
(through me) sent letters to the Premier and Minister for Transport and Main Roads (the 
Honourable Mark Bailey MP) wherein we reiterated our concerns with the adoption of BPIC. 

Exhibited hereto and marked DCL-14 is a copy of an email dated 28 January 2021, sent by 
Rebecca Andrews to the Premier and attaching this correspondence. 

43. In about June 2021, Deanne Hawkswood (General Manager, DTMR) emailed copies of 
draft versions of Transport BPICs in respect of the Coomera Connector Project for 
consultation. 

Exhibited hereto and marked DCL-15 are copies of this Transport BPICs. 

44. On 7 June 2021, Amanda Yeates (Deputy Director General, DTMR), sent an email to me and 
others stating that whilst the DTMR intended to work closely with DEPW as the policy owner, 
the DTMR was going to be the lead in respect of implementation of BPIC to projects of the 
DTMR. 

Exhibited hereto and marked DCL-16 is the email dated 7 June 2021. 

45. In terms of the first version of the Transport BPICs (being exhibit DCL-12), the main change 
from BPICs of the DHPW related to wage classifications and rates. At that time, I asked 
Amanda Yeates where the DTMR obtained those wage rates from, and she told me that they 
looked at industry rates and averaged them. I told Amanda that is not how we determine rates 
in the industry (rather, they are determined by supply and demand, and the companies own 
operating environment. In response, she stated that that is what the government policy 
required them to do, and they were going to set minimum levels of wages via BPICs. 
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